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A Rocha - a brief overview
1986

The A Rocha Trust set up a UK charity to establish a Christian field
study centre and bird observatory in Portugal. The Harris and Batty
families then moved to the Algarve.

1995/99
Five new A Rocha projects develop in Lebanon, Kenya, France,
Canada and the UK. In several other countries Christians want to
begin practical projects to express their sense that God cares deeply
for his creation.
2003

The first steps are taken to establish A Rocha in South Africa.

2004

The constitution is approved and A Rocha SA is formally established.

2005

A Rocha SA registers as NPO with the Dept. of Social Development.

2007

Vision : Be a Christian Presence in Conservation in Pietermaritzburg
Stellenbosch and Cape Town.

2013

Vision reformulated: A Rocha South Africa is a national Christian organization which equips and mobilises people to restore God’s creation and live sustainably.

A Rocha has an international presence and works in countries in Europe, the
Middle East, Africa, North and South America and Australasia . The A Rocha national
organizations focus on:






Scientific research
Community-based conservation
Environmental education
Equipping the church
Climate action

A Rocha South Africa
Bank details
A Rocha South Africa, Nedbank,
Acc no. 1340 528916
Code: 134025 (Hayfields)

South.africa@arocha.org
NPO Number: 038–193
PBO Number: 930020406
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Annual review and Chairman’s report to the 12th Annual
General Meeting of A Rocha South Africa, May 2017
_______________________________
Dear members of the Board, Board of Reference, Members of A Rocha and
Friends
Thank you for being present at this 12th Annual General Meeting of A Rocha
South Africa.
In South Africa 2016 will be remembered as a year of serious drought
throughout the country. By June 2016 eight of the nine provinces had been
declared disaster areas. Only Gauteng was spared this fate. Scientists said the
drought conditions experienced in most parts of the country was a result of
natural phenomena. However it was also reported that poor water-related
infrastructure contributed to the situation.
During the course of the year severe water restrictions were imposed on
households, industry and agriculture around the country. And although rain
did arrive late in the summer rainfall areas agriculture was seriously affected
and thousand of jobs were lost. In the Western Cape, a winter rainfall area,
the impact of the drought continues and can clearly be seen in the fact that
Cape Town now has less than 100 days of water left. Level 3b water restrictions have been imposed. Water pressure has decreased to save water.
In the recently published WWF report
Scenarios for the Future of Water in South
Africa it is stated that if water consumption continues at present rate the country
will have a deficit of 17% by 2030. The
publication sets out four goals to ensure
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future water security: the country must become water-conscious; must implement strong water governance; manage water supply and demand; and
become water-smart.
To achieve these goals all spheres of society (public and private) need to contribute. South Africa households need to adapt their life styles as we still
abuse water as if the taps will never run dry. South Africans still use close to
300 liters per day while the international average water usage is 173 litres.
It is encouraging to hear of water initiatives undertaken by churches. During
2016 more than R3.5 million was made available by the DRC to assist farmers
with bore holes and fodder while local churches were encouraged to install
water tanks at their church buildings. In March 2017 the Anglican church cohosted a global Water Justice conference as “the church believes that water
is not just a water issue – it is a justice issue, a human rights issue and an
issue of the rights of all creaturekind. As Christians, we are called to act for
justice and against injustice, just as we are called to care for God’s creation
and all creaturekind.”
I would now like to highlight the some activities of A Rocha SA during 2016.
CONSERVATION SCIENCE
Bird ringing: Bird ringing happened every 2nd Saturday of the month at Rondevlei, Cape Town. During
2016 11 events took place. 82 birds were trapped,
66 were newly rung and 16 were re-trapped. 100
individuals attended the trapping and ringing. We
plan to request the Animal Demography Unit at UCT
for a report on trends and shifts found at Rondevlei
since A Rocha started ringing there years ago.
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
Youth camp, Cape Town: An EE camp was arranged in conjunction with City
of Cape Town EE Trust for 30 youth (17 – 24yrs). The theme was “Making
change for the environment”. The youth were from different churches and
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youth care centres in the Cape
Town area. The program included
exploring the nature reserve, getting to know wetlands, understanding something of the danger of invasive and alien plants and the Eland

project at Rondevlei. In their
evaluation a youth said: I got an
opportunity to learn more about
plants, birds, animals, insects,
trees and that everything in the
environment can be praised and I
can praise God for all.
Elderly, Kleinmond: For the second year a group of elderly visited the Harold
Porter Botanical Gardens. For some
this was their first visit to this very
special refuge in the Fynbos. Staff
and the elderly discussed herbs and
their everyday use. The Bible reading and introductory message focused on the importance of water
and how everybody can and should
conserve it.
Holiday program, Kleinmond: A
Rocha invited a group of primary
school kids to celebrate St Francis
Day with us in the Harold Porter
Botanical Gardens. We took them
on a nature walk into Disa Kloof.
While having lunch four or five Cape
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Robin Chats drew our attention to a boomslang that was trying to predate
their nests. This caused great excitement among the children.
ENGAGEMENT CHURCH AND COMMUNITY
Rosebank Methodist: The group arranged 7 worship services that were
attended by ±300 persons per service. Among the other events they arranged was the screening of the eco-movie: Before the Flood by Leonardo
DiCaprio. The annual sustainable supper they arrange in conjunction with
Rondebosch United Church was attended by 90 people.
Kleinmond Uniting Reformed Church: On World Environment Day 2016 a
worship service was held with a environmental focus. After the service 50
members and children walked up Jean’s Hill (190m) mountain behind town.
They celebrated creation and read a prayer from Pope Francis’s Encyclical
Laudato Si (Praise Be to You).

Before the summer fire season (November to early March) a worship service
was dedicated to pray for fire and disaster management staff. Fire protection
staff attended and the senior officer expressed appreciation for the congregation’s support.
Church in Creation: The 9 events
were arranged to create an opportunity for exposure to creation
and time to listen, meditate and
pray. On average of 10 persons
attended the events.
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Howick Community Church, KZN: A 6 part series titled Green, based on the
Dave Bookless book Planetwise was presented at the church late. Members
found the series to be very helpful in understanding our mission to care for
creation.
Steinthal Youth Care Centre, Tulbagh: A Rocha was invited to speak at the
AGM of the youth care centre. Two months earlier the centre was flooded
after a dam broke on a neighbouring farm. They felt that the topic of the talk
Water in the Bible and how we uses it was
very appropriate.
Earth Keepers Forum: An event was held
during the year at Rondevlei in Cape Town.
After some discussions the group walked
to see research being done on the Fynbos
and a new project to re-integrate eland in
a reserve to help with grazing of the larger
scrubs and trees.
Yellowwood Project: A number of meetings have been held to discuss the
outline of the Bible Study material for a course broadly based on Dave Bookless’s book Planetwise. A publishing house in very interested in the concept
and agreed with the approach for adult learning.
COMMUNITY BASED PROJECTS
Kuils river Clean-up: Three clean-ups took place along the Kuils River. Seven
churches have become involved
and have taken part in the cleanups. During the year the team was
fortunate to have had interaction
with a Ph.D. and an Honors student as both are working on projects on the river. The honors students’ focus is specifically on the
restoration potential of the river.
One finding of her research is that
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91% of plant life is alien. She recommends community involvement similar to
the ideas we are working on.
Darvill Resources Park, KZN: The management plan has been refined. Various
meetings were held with stake holders.
During visits to the site supporters were
introduced to the development ideas
and they could enjoyed the variety of
bird life.
Tree planting, KZN
 Some years ago the A Rocha team plant-

ed a 2.4 ha. trees in Ferncliffe. During visits
it was realized that the area was ideal for
refection/prayer-walk and retreats. Plans
were put in place to do alien eradication,
clean-up and improve the paths.
 A township school where A Rocha plant-

ed trees years ago was visited. The headmaster showed the team how the trees had
grown.
 During Arbor Week a Wild Fig tree was

planted at Brookfield.
Networking: In KZN an environmental management student attends the action team meeting. In Cape Town contact has been made with two students
working on different areas and subjects regarding the Kuils River. In Cape
Town plans are being made to interact with Christian students studying environmental sciences to investigate possibilities of collaboration. A Rocha participated in the research of a Wits honors student on: Actions and activities of
South African faith-based organisations in addressing Environmental Issues.
A Rocha has a strong link with Africa Enterprise. They are prepared to pilot
the A Rocha Bible study material on creation care when ready.
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Staff: A Rocha has been without staff since the end of 2013. The board then
decided not to recruit for a year or three. During the second half of 2016 the
board started praying and talking about possibly employment.
Late in 2016 the Green Anglicans offered the services of an intern for one day
a week during 2017. We were excited the possibility and interviewed the candidate. He is a committed Christian studying environmental management.
Unfortunately before the final agreement was signed he accepted an internship with the Cape Leopard Trust. Although he now works elsewhere he did
assist with developing an environmental poster.
Statistics
A Rocha had 15 volunteers involved in the actions teams in Cape Town and
KZN. The number of regular donors have unfortunately decreased to 12 individuals. There are 464 individuals on the database and we have 280 followers
on the Facebook.
Governance
At the AGM in 2016 the board increased its membership in accordance to the
constitution. I would like to thank the members of the board and of the action teams in KZN and Cape Town for their enthusiasm and dedication. I am
very grateful for your prayers, time and skills you shared with A Rocha.
We thank A Rocha International for their input. In particular Sarah French as
the Director of Operations as she regularly contributed in our meetings.
Closing
I close with a quote by Dave Bookless in Planetwise: Today, right around the
world, Christians are at last rediscovering mission as if creation matters. It is
happening as people look at the Bible again and discover God's passion for
this planet. It is happening as people see the environmental crisis around
them and ask how God feels about what we're doing to his world. ... It is also
happening as - often quite spontaneously - people sense God's Spirit calling
them into caring for creation in Jesus' name.
Carl Swart
A Rocha South Africa, 6 May 2017
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Planting a Wild Fig tree at
Brookfields, KZN during Arbor
week
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